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had worked for India during the last twenty-five years",
Romesh Dutt remarked at their death, "were passing away,
and the time was approaching when the work will fall on
the shoulders of the younger members." He hoped that the
example of such men as Badruddin Tyabji and Bose would
inspire them to be always faithful and true to their country,
and to work with wisdom and moderation.

n

In 1907, Romesh Dutt was appointed by the then Secre-
tary of State for India, Lord Morley, to be a member of the
Royal Commission on Decentralisation. He was the only
Indian member of the Commission, which was presided over
initially by Sir Henry Primrose, and subsequently, on his
resignation, by Mr. Charles Hobhouse. The other mem-
bers of the Commission were Sir Frederic Lely, Sir Steyning
Edgerley, Sir W. S. Meyer and Mr. W. L. Kitchens, with
Mr. H. Wheeler of the Indian Civil Service as Secretary.

The Commission was appointed to examine the adminis-
trative machinery of Government and to recommend mea-
sures of decentralisation.   It had nothing to do as such with
the political question of the measure of self-government to
be introduced in the administration of the country. Adminis-
trative decentralisation, however, meant that administrative
decisions should be taken as near the areas affected by such
decision as  possible.    Proposals  for  such  decentralisation
could not, therefore, be entirely divorced from the machi-
nery of administration, and in particular from the problem
of association of persons   affected   by   the   administrative
decisions with the   machinery responsible   for the   deci-
sions.   It was natural,  therefore, that the recommenda-
tions of the Decentralisation Commission should   have    a
bearing on the political decision on the    reform   of   the